[image: ]Letter of invitation
23 March 2023

[bookmark: _Hlk21075746]Invitation to join the expert ICPA group in order to identify best practice to achieve effective post incarceration rehabilitation and reintegration in an optimal integrated multi-agency Throughcare model using a modified e-‘Delphi’ technique.
.
Dear ICPA Member,

Various international human rights treaties (for example The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Convention on the Rights of the Child) and normative standards (for example Mandela Rules, Bangkok Rules, Beijing Rules, Tokyo Rules, Riyadh Guidelines) underpin the need for effective and comprehensive reintegration programmes based on transition planning and various social/health re-integration support interventions as a means of preventing further crime and protecting society. Return to the community is however a period of substantial stress, often high risk in terms of health threats, and require a myriad of health and social supports. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (2018) advocates for an integrated “Throughcare” system wide approach. There is currently no established best practice in this area.

[bookmark: _Hlk20915525]We as the International Corrections and Prisons Association (ICPA) Healthcare Network [Healthcare Network (icpa.org) ]write to invite you to join an expert panel who will complete a two round e-Delphi’ survey designed to identify best practice to achieve effective reintegration in an optimal integrated multi-agency “Throughcare”  model.
[bookmark: _Hlk20988588]
In Round One (March 28th to April 7th 2023 approximately ) you will be asked to score the importance of including a particular outcome in a core outcome set on a scale of 1-9. In Round 2 (April 17th to April 26th approximately) you will be shown the distribution of scores from other participants along with the score that you attributed to an outcome. You will be asked to reflect, and rescore if you want to, having been shown the views of the other participants. Through this process a consensus will be reached on which core set of outcomes should be used in interventions to optimise effective post incarceration rehabilitation and reintegration within the multi-agency Throughcare approach.

The identity of all expert group members will remain confidential at all times. Participation in the study is voluntary and you are free to withdraw your participation at any time, without explanation and without incurring a disadvantage at any point up until you submit the Round 1 and 1survey.  As the survey is anonymous it is not possible to withdraw your contribution at that point. 

The study has received ethical approval from the Liverpool John Moores University, UK and ICPA ethics committee. If you are interested in joining the expert ICPA group to conduct the Delphi process and commit to completing two rounds of surveys, please email the attached ‘Expression of Interest’ form to Professor Marie Claire Van Hout, email:  phi.optimalthroughcare@gmail.com

Sincerely, 
Marie Claire Van Hout 
PhD, LLM, MPH, M.Sc Health Professions Ed; M.Sc International Addictions 
Professor of International Public Health Policy and Practice 
Associate Dean for Research and Knowledge Exchange
Head of Global Health, Institute for Health Research (IHR)
Faculty of Health
Liverpool John Moores University
3rd Floor, Exchange Station
Tithebarn Street Liverpool L2 2QP
United Kingdom
Tel: 0151 231 4542 Fax: 0151 231 4552
Staff Profile : www.ljmu.ac.uk/about-us/staff-profiles/faculty-of-health/public-health-institute/marie-claire-van-hout  
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
I am interested in joining the expert ICPA Delphi panel to conduct the Delphi process.

Signed: _________________		Date: 23/03 2023
Your details:
[bookmark: _Hlk23327338]Name: _____________________________________________________
Organisation: ________________________________________________
Country:  ___________________________________________________
Email:  _____________________________________________________
Telephone number: ____________________________________________Please return by email to Professor Marie Claire Van Hout to the project email phi.optimalthroughcare@gmail.com
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